Checkpoint inhibitors: 'raising the bar' also in brain metastases from non-small-cell lung cancer?
Despite efforts, brain metastases (BM) remain a critical issue in the management of patients affected by non-small-cell lung cancer (NSCLC). To date, radiotherapy is still considered the gold standard treatment; on the other hand, systemic chemotherapeutical agents are not so often an effective therapy for BM, whereas targeted agents in oncogene-addicted disease have shown a good activity also on BM. Anti-programmed death-1/programmed death ligand-1 agents represent a new valid therapeutic strategy for NSCLC as well as for several tumor types, but their efficacy on patients with BM is still unclear mainly due to the strict selection criteria adopted in clinical trials. The aim of the present article is to discuss the potential activity of checkpoint inhibitors in patients with BM from NSCLC.